The retroactive changes to Rule 18a proposed at the International (IUMS) Congress of Bacteriology and Applied Microbiology meetings of the Judicial Commission in Jerusalem, 1996, have led to several changes in wording that seek to limit the retroactive effects. However, there remains an ambiguity in the wording that changes may easily correct. Changes to Rule 30 should also be made.
Initial changes to the wording of Rule 18a the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria [1] made at the meeting of the Judicial Commission at the IUMS Congress of Bacteriology and Applied Microbiology in Jerusalem [2] introduced the undesirable situation that the proposed wording would be retroactive and have a detrimental effect on the nomenclature of names such as Teponema pallidum for which no type strain had been designated. The subsequent changes to Rule 18a and 30 proposed by Tindall [3] countered the retroactive wording [4] , but further alterations were made to Rule 30 [5] . The current text appears not to be perfect as it appears to be possible to misinterpret the wording by implying that Rule 18a (2) overrides Rule 18a (1) retroactively, which has never been the intention of the changes proposed by Tindall [3] . Consequently, the following changes to the International Code of Nomenclature of Prokaryotes [6] that supersedes the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria [1] are proposed, that also include emphasis on the role of type strains rather than just strains as well as clarification of the quotation of culture collection numbers. Changes have been highlighted in bold.
RULE 18A
(1) Until 31 December 2000, for a species (or subspecies) where a type strain has not so far been maintained in laboratory cultures or for which a type strain does not exist, a description, preserved specimen, or illustration (see also Rule 18f) may be designated as the type.
Example: Non-cultivated, Oscillospira guilliermondii Chatton and Perard 1913. 
RULE 30
(3) (a) Up to 31 December 2000, before valid publication of the name of a new species, a culture of the type strain (or, if the species is non-cultivable, type material, a photograph or an illustration, see Rule 18a) should be deposited in at least one of the permanently established culture collections from which it would be readily available. The designation allotted to the strain by the culture collections should be quoted in the published description.
(b) As of 1 January 2001, the valid publication of the name of a new species, or new combinations previously represented by viable cultures must include the designation of a type strain (see Rule 18a), and a viable culture of that strain must be deposited in at least two publicly accessible culture collections in different countries from which subcultures must be available. The designations allotted to the type strain by the culture collections are to be quoted at the time of valid publication (they should also be cited in effective publications not published in the IJSEM). Evidence must be presented that the cultures are present, viable, and available at the time of valid publication. This does not affect nomenclatural types designated under Rule 18a (1) and Rule 30 3 (a) until 31 December 2000.
